Economic Indicators

February 2017 experienced a generally strong performance in major indicators. New
jobs were added, decreasing the unemployment rate compared to last year.February
2017 saw a decrease in commercial construction, but a rise in single-family home
construction over February 2016. More travelers flew from Omaha, reversing the slight
decrease of January.

2017 Barometer

How does Greater Omaha compare to other thriving metros across the U.S.? Each
year the Barometer measures Greater Omaha’s momentum in eight key economic

and performance-related areas to take a hard look at our region’s strengths and
opportunities. In 2017, Greater Omaha held steady on its overall rank of 5 out of

10, meaning we have maintained forward momentum on pace with 9 other thriving
comparison metros. Our strengths include successful entrepreneurs, low business
costs, basic human capital and a wide variety of leisure and entertainment options. We
have further room for improvement in innovation categories, such as patent activity

and knowledge-based workers.

Read the for more details!
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February 2017: 3.4%
February 2016: 3.7%

COMMERICAL CONSTRUCTION PERMITS
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February 2017: 64
February 2016: 78

Commercial finishes and remodels slowed
compared to February 2016. In Feb. 2017,
commercial construction permits were valued
at $17.3 million.

SINGLE FAMILY CONSTRUCTION PERMITS
Y

AI 12-MONTH CHANGE

February 2017: 189
February 2016: 176

Construction began on more single-family
homes in Feb. 2017, countering the decrease
in residential home sales. Feb. 2017 single-
family construction permits were valued at
$33.2 million.

+7.39%

1301 Harney Street | Omaha, NE 68102
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CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT (omana msa)
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February 2017: 461,506
February 2016: 458,763

+0.60%

HOME SALES (omaHA Msa)
A X AANAN AR ANAANARNINANAANAN NN AN AN ANAANANANNANANNNANNNN\\Y

12-MONTH CHANGE
February 2017: 688
February 2016: 733

$ -6.14%

Home sales slowed in February 2017 and
were valued at $130.8 million compared
to $138.0 million in February 2016
(decrease of 5.2%).

AIRLINE PASSENGERS (omaHA ENPLANEMENTS)
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. 12-MONTH CHANGE
February 2017: 156,217
February 2016: 151,083

The number of airline passengers
increased 3.4% over February 2016,
reversing the decreasing trend from

January.

+3.40%

Jennifer Zarek, research analyst | jzarek@omahachamber.org

Lauren Foster, business intelligence coord. | Ifoster@omahachamber.org
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http://www.selectgreateromaha.com/Omaha/media/Omaha/Secondary%20Header%20Images/Barometer-2017_FINAL_Outlined_V2.pdf?ext=.pdf
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Ifoster@omahachamber.org

jzare

Jennifer Zarek, research analyst |

Lauren Foster, business intelligence coord.

1301 Harney Street | Omaha, NE 681
346-5000 | 800-852-2622
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