
RANKINGS
Compared to May 2021, Greater Omaha continues to increase its pool 
of potential workers and add new jobs. The unemployment rate fell from 
3.1% in May 2021 to 2.3% in May 2022, which is slightly higher than 
Nebraska’s (2.0%) and below the U.S. (3.5%). Greater Omaha has seen an 
increase of over 10,200 net jobs compared to May 2021. The industries 
that have seen the largest increase are Construction (7.1%), Leisure 
and Hospitality (5.9%) and Professional and Business Services (3.2%). 
Finally, Eppley saw an increase in passenger enplanements compared to 
May 2021.

Nationally, the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis released GDP by 
state for Q1 2022. GDP measures the goods and services produced in 
a state and is the most comprehensive measure of economic activity. 
GDP decreased in most states, with the U.S. growth rate at -1.6%. Iowa 
experienced a similar decrease at -1.3%. Nebraska’s decrease was 
slightly worse than the U.S., at -2.4% over their Q4 2021 GDP. 

Economic  I ndicators

808 Conagra Dr. Ste. 400  |  Omaha, NE 68102
402-346-5000  |  800-852-2622
OmahaChamber.org  |  OmahaChamber.org/Economic-Development

Pete Thompson, chief operating officer  |  pthompson@omahachamber.org 
Sarah Klostermeyer, research analyst  |  sklostermeyer@omahachamber.org

Best Cities for First-Time 
Homebuyers (Omaha)

HIGHLIGHTS

GREATER OMAHA
202205ECONOMIC INDICATORS

SmartAsset, June 2022

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2022: $31.48
May 2021: $29.71

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2022: 192,151
May 2021: 145,263

PRIVATE  
HOURLY WAGES (OMAHA MSA)

AIRLINE PASSENGERS 
(OMAHA ENPLANEMENTS)

May 2022 had more 
passenger enplanements 

compared to the same time 
period last year.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2022: 286
May 2021: 344

SINGLE FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

Single family permits were 
down compared to May 
2021. These new home 

permits are valued at 
$65.3 million.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2022: 2.3%
May 2021: 3.1%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2022: $91.2 mm

May 2021: $381.3 mm 

UNEMPLOYMENT (OMAHA CSA)
COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

 -0.9%  May 2022 saw an increase 
in commercial construction 

valuation. However, last May 
saw a spike in valuation due to 

a large data center project in 
Sarpy County.

*Includes new construction, finishes and remodels.

-76.1%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2022: 517,149
May 2021: 490,615

EMPLOYMENT 
GROWTH (OMAHA CSA)

Greater Omaha had a net 
increase of over 26,500 

employed workers compared 
to the same time period in 

2021..

+5.4%

+32.3% -16.9%  Average private hourly 
wages rose $1.78 since 

last year.
 +6.0%  

#3
#22 Best Places for 

Outdoor Enthusiasts 
to Live and Work 
(Omaha)

SmartAsset, June 2022
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