
RANKINGS
Greater Omaha is continuing to see the effects of the 
coronavirus on the economy, but we are beginning to 
see some improvements compared to October 2020. The 
unemployment rate fell from 4.0% in October 2020 to 1.9% 
in October 2021, which is above Nebraska’s (1.5%) but 
below the U.S. (4.7%). Greater Omaha has seen an increase 
of almost 12,900 net jobs compared to October 2020. The 
industries that have seen the largest increase are Leisure 
and Hospitality (11.9%), Professional and Business Services 
(3.4%), Manufacturing (2.9%) and Education and Health 
Services (2.3%). Finally, Eppley saw an increase in passenger 
enplanements compared to October 2020.
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Top States for 
Business (Nebraska)

HIGHLIGHTS

GREATER OMAHA 202110ECONOMIC INDICATORS

CNBC, July 2021

3-MONTH AVERAGE
October 2021: $30.61
October 2020: $29.20

3-MONTH AVERAGE
October 2021: 173,612
October 2020: 82,929

PRIVATE  
HOURLY WAGES (OMAHA MSA)

AIRLINE PASSENGERS 
(OMAHA ENPLANEMENTS)

October 2021 had more 
passenger enplanements 

compared to the same time 
period last year.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
October 2021: 222
October 2020: 296

SINGLE FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

Single family permits 
were down compared to 

October 2020. These new 
home permits are valued 

at $47.0 million.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
October 2021: 1.9%
October 2020: 4.0%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
October 2021: $101.1 mm
October 2020: $73.2 mm  

UNEMPLOYMENT (OMAHA CSA)

COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

 -2.2%  October 2021 saw more 
commercial construction 

compared to October 2020.

*Includes new construction, finishes and 
remodels.

+38.1%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
October 2021: 501,798
October 2020: 489,788

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH (OMAHA CSA)

Greater Omaha had a net 
increase of over 12,000 

employed workers compared 
to the same time period in 

2020.

+2.5%

+109.4% -25.0%  Average private hourly 
wages rose $1.41 since 

last year.
 +4.8%  

Although the unemployment 
rate remains low, there has 
also been a slight decrease 
in the number participating 
in the labor force compared 

to 2020.

#13

#20 Top States for 
Business (Iowa)

CNBC, July 2021
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