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Novozymes breaks ground for new production facility in
Nebraska

S

Novozymes invests USD 160-200 million in new facility in Blair, NE to meet demand
for enzymes for the production of first and second generation bioethanol. On hand
for the ground breaking ceremony will be H.R.H. the Crown Prince and H.R.H. the
Crown Princess of Denmark, the Governor of Nebraska and the Mayor of Blair. The
new facility will be fully operational in approximately 2 years and will bring 100 new
green jobs to the area.

Today, Novozymes formally marks the groundbreaking for a new production facility in
Blair, Nebraska with a ceremony on site. The ceremony will be attended by approximately
200 guests including H.R.H. the Crown Prince and H.R.H. the Crown Princess of
Denmark, the Governor of Nebraska and the Mayor of Blair.

The investment in the Nebraska facility is expected to be USD 160-200 million. This
represents a doubling of the original planned investment in order for Novozymes to be
able to meet market demand for enzymes for biofuel production in the coming years.

“We expect strong growth for first and second generation fuel ethanol, and we have to be
ready to deliver the required quantities of enzymes to support such growth. We are
therefore building a much larger production plant than initially announced”, says Lars
Hansen, President, Novozymes North America.

100 green jobs

The new facility will be located on a 30-acre property at the Biorefinery Campus in Blair,
Nebraska, about 25 miles north of Omaha. The plant is expected to be fully operational in
approximately 2 years and Novozymes will hire at least 100 new employees for the facility.

“Novozymes is committed to the Blair community and we will be bringing more than 100
high-quality green jobs to the area. The facility will be staffed with professional personnel
including engineers, managers, operators, mechanics and technicians”, says Fred
Reikowsky, General Manager at the new Nebraska facility.



Second generation ready in 2010 [
The new facility in Nebraska will produce enzymes for the production of both first and
second generation bioethanol. First generation bioethanol is produced from sugar or
starchy raw materials such as wheat or corn. Second-generation bioethanol is produced
from feedstock containing cellulosic biomass such as the stalks, leaves, and husks of corn
plants, wood chips, and sawdust. Second-generation bioethanol may also be produced
from energy crops such as switch grass.

In order to produce bioethanol, enzymes are needed to break down the starch or the
cellulose in the raw materials. Novozymes is on track to deliver the first commercially
viable enzymes for the production of second generation ethanol by 2010.

[For photos and video of the event, please contact Novozymes media relations].
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About Novozymes:

Novozymes is the world leader in bioinnovation. Together with customers across a broad array of

industries, we create tomorrow’s industrial biosolutions, improving our customers' business and the use of
our planet's resources. With over 700 products used in 130 countries, Novozymes' bio-innovations improve
industrial performance and safeguard the world’s resources by offering superior and sustainable solutions for
tomorrow’s ever-changing marketplace. Novozymes'’ natural solutions enhance and promote everything from
removing trans-fats in food, to advancing biofuels to power the world tomorrow. Our never-ending
exploration of nature’s potential is evidenced by over 5,000 patents, showing what is possible when nature
and technology join forces. Our 5,000+ employees working in research, production and sales around the
world are committed to shaping business today and our world tomorrow. Novozymes is quoted on OMX
Nordic Exchange Copenhagen A/S (NZYM B). Read more at www.novozymes.com.
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